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Sebastien Bachelet (University of Edinburgh) his rich ethnographic study of refugee camps unravels how humanitarian intervention borders on control and policing, thus participating in a political strategy that closes the gate of a safer and healthier world to others, deemed undesirables. According to Agier, a partition is increasingly emerging between two world categories:
'On the one hand, a clean, healthy and visible world; on the other, the world's residual "remnants", dark, diseased and invisible' (p.4).
By scrutinizing the complex mechanisms of control over extraterritorial spaces and some populations, Agier seeks to put in relief the ambiguity of what he calls the 'Humanitarian Government'. Thus, he asserts that there exists a functional solidarity 'between [the] humanitarian world (the hand that cares) and the police and military ordering (the hand that strikes)' (p.5).
Agier is both an anthropologist and an important actor of Médecins Sans Frontières (he was elected to the executive council of However, this comparative study does not intend to offer a deep analysis of each refugee camp. Rather, these ethnographic vignettes illustrate some of the themes tackled within this broad study of humanitarian action in refugee camps and, ultimately, constitute an earnest invitation to anthropologists and other scholars for more long-term and in-depth monographs of refugee camps.
Similarly, this study does not amount to a blueprint but nevertheless present practitioners with challenging questions which are intended to spark reflection, not provide definitive answers.
Thus, Managing the Undesirables comprises a crucial and original contribution to the analysis of refugee camps and humanitarian action. As such, it is a vital read for students and scholars interested in issues pertaining to exile and displacement as well as NGO practitioners.
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